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Division 63:  Education Services - 
Question:  Hon Alan Cadby asked in relation to attracting additional Commonwealth funds for higher 
education, did the Government, prior to the framing of the budget, have discussions with the tertiary institutions 
on using payroll tax as leverage for Commonwealth funding?  If so, why did the Government decide not to 
proceed with the proposition, after agreeing, when in opposition, that it was a good idea? 
Answer:  The Department is unaware of any discussions held with the tertiary institutions. 

Question:  Hon Barbara Scott asked questions in relation to p 1113, Grants to Charitable and Other Public 
Bodies, specifically grants to Parkerville Children’s Home, Meerilinga Young Children’s Foundation and 
Fremantle Children’s Literature Centre. 
Answer:  Grants to these institutions were transferred to the Department of Education in 2001/02 as part of the 
Machinery of Government recommendations. 

Question:  Hon Ed Dermer asked for advice about any differential trends in demand (for low interest loans) 
between primary school and the senior school sector, and also between Catholic and independent school 
sectors; and any emerging patterns of changing demand. 
Answer:  It is difficult to gauge demand specifically for primary as distinct from secondary facilities as there are 
some differences in the educational structure of Catholic schools and independent schools.  In general, over the 
last six years, about 50% of demand for loans in Catholic schools has been for secondary school facilities, 40% 
for primary schools and 10% for K-12 schools, whereas in the independent school sector, about 75% of demand 
has been from K-12 schools, 13% from primary schools and 12% from secondary schools.  Demand patterns are 
expected to be maintained for the foreseeable future. 

Overall demand for loans from within the Catholic school sector is controlled as a system by the Catholic 
Education Office.  This demand has generally been satisfied from the annual allocations of loan funds to the 
Catholic Education Office.  Demand from independent schools has not been controlled to the same extent and 
this lead to a disproportionate number of loan applications (relative to the Catholic sector) unable to be funded.  
However, the Government recently introduced new processes for prioritising loan applications involving the 
Association of Independent Schools and this is expected to improve the management of demand. 

 
 


